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Circle 10 Has Become Part of Life at Convalescent Home 
Methodist Women 
Fight Hunger by 
Mission Outreach 

The September 1979 Monthly Tid­
ings carried an article announcing the 
"birth" of a new United Methodist 
Women's venture---a monthly circle 
( Circle 10) at the Tallahassee Con­
valescent Home. At that time, the 
"Experiment" had been in operation 
for several months and had truly be­
come an "Experience!" 

Now, we have become one year 
old!-truly an occasion to celebrate, 
and once again members of Trinity 
are invited, through the Tidings, to 
share in the knowledge and joy of 
our progress. 

So, various circles have added much 
to the enrichment of our programs by 
sending representatives to our meet­
ings. Each of our pastors has also 
been with us, and we have enjoyed 
and profited from their contributions 
of time and resources. We feel they 
were as blessed as we were. 

Shirley Kirwin, our director of 
children's and youth choirs, as well 
as Dorothy Campbell of Tallahassee 
Heights UMC and a former member 
of Trinity's chancel choir, have led 
our singing a number of times, and 
members of the youth group have 

presented- a program and provided 
refreshments for the circle. To all of 
these visitors Circle 10 is grateful. 

More and more, individual mem­
bers of the group take leading parts 
in the meetings, reading from the 
Bible, reciting or reading selected 
scripture passages dealing with a 
single theme, in singing the hymns 
from memory, and in prayers. 

All who would like to join us on 
any second Monday, 3:30 p.m. are 
cordially welcome-a few at a time! 

-The Scribbler

Members of Trinity and its radio 
audience recently were privileged to 
hear the Rev. John H. T. Maclin, a 
Methodist missionary, who has spent 
a number of years in Africa. He told 
of his experiences among starving 
natives and how deeply affected were 
American college students, traveling 
with him at one time, at the sight of 
starving children. 

In these days, Circle 10 has become 
a part of the life of Tallahassee Con­
valescent Home. Membership and at­
tendance have remained stable, with 
a newcomer added from time to time. 
Those who come for their first visit 

UMW Participate in Vial of Life Program; 

Donations Needed 

Rev. Maclin's remarks were of 
special interest to United Methodist 
Women of the local unit whose 
emphasis is on missions both at 
home and abroad. A wide variety of 
mission programs, about 10,000 in 
over 100 nations with 2000 involved 
people, is supported by the UMW in 
local units throughout the United 
Methodist Churches of the nation. 
This is done by their pledges to mis­
sion gifts, and fighting hunger being 
one of the main projects, carried on 
mainly in the African regions. 

usually return and become regular United Methodist Women, through 
members. As with any group, some Circle 2 Chairman Mrs. J. A. 
are occasionally absent, and their Rehwinkel, were given opportunity at 
absence is always followed by a visit both February and March general 
with them later. One member who has meetings to participate in the recently 
moved to a new local health care popular "Vial of Life" program. 
�cility was loathe to leave "her This program, sponsored by Leon 
c)rcle" and insists we organize a County Retired Teachers' Assn., and
group in her new home! Any UMW cosponsored by AARP, Leon County 
volunteers for this project? _ Sheriff's Dept., Tallahassee Memorial 

Circle 10 has been very happy with Regional Medical Center, has been 
the interest and encouragement offer- enthusiastically received throughout 
ed by our United Methodist Women. the community. More than 1500 vials 
One of our groups wanted to have have been distributed since mid­
its monthly meeting with Circle 10, January and the number continues to 
and we were sorry to have to say, grow as the importance of the project 
"There just aren't enough cubic feet to individuals becomes more widely 
of space to hold us all at one time!" known. 

-----Roughton's Rappings----
As far as I can tell, we're all just one step away from crazy-an observa­

tion I hope will relieve and comfort rather than alarm you. I say that be­
cause I believe most of us occasionally wonder silently if we're in danger of 
losing touch. Not for long-just a fleeting feeling of loss of control; a moment 
of mental anxiety-sometimes materializing in a queasy stomach, a pounding 
head, or a speedy heart rhythm. 

A silly example can be found in a night walk at Trinity. From time to 
time I end up alone here at the church at night. If I go about my business 
with my mind on a task, everything's great-I think neither of the darkness nor 
the silence-or lack of it! But if, as I walk through the long black corridors, 
I begin to focus on the heavy darkness, the flashes of light and shadow, the 
creaking and clanging noises all around me, my potential for stepping over 
the line between reality and unreality increases considerably-like a thousand 
percent! And if, at that moment, a hand were to flop on my shoulder, or a 
body step into my path, I feel confident I would not step, but j'ump over that 
line to a position cf full-time resident at the local "home." Actually I prob­
ably wouldn't since I've noticed both our bodies and our psyches can handle 
amazing amounts of stress and shock. Besides, I can always flip on a light 
switch-which is exactly what I do-before my imagination gets out of hand. 

That's fine as long as there are light switches. But what about those times 
when there is none around? Those times when the examples, far from silly, 
are life shattering. Like when your doctor tells you to check into the hospital 
for no specific reason. Or when you see genuine financial disaster ahead and 
you are a respectable member of the community with a reputation for 
success-and no way out. Or perhaps when the person to whom you've been 
married 22 years says he doesn't love you anymore and is moving out to­
morrow. Or certainly worst of all, when in the middle of an average week 
your teenage child, full of life and potential, is killed in a tragic accident or 
is found hanging by the neck in his room. Perhaps our greatest fear is that 
in those moments, when we need them desperately, we'll reach for the switches 
and discover they're not there. 

Right there is where I'm grateful for two things: ( 1) A faith which con­
sistently provides those switches. Not magical switches that flip me out of 
reality. Not holier-than- you switches with "only people with the correct 
amount of quality of faith may use these" written above them. Not formula 
switches _that function only when you correctly go through the prescribed 
procedure. Not even protective switches which remove all difficulty and 
culiminate the need for switches in the first place. Instead switches that are 
always "on" even when we think we remember turning them "off." Switches 
which flood our experience with both powerful and quiet awareness of the 
faithful love and involvement of our God. Switches which may or may not 
ease the pain or lessen the anxiety-but nevertheless give the strength to 
continue on; to choose reality and life. ( 2) Family, friends and occasionally 
strangers who convey that faith to me in skin and bones tangibility. People 
sent ( even unknowingly) by God with surprisingly ( for me of sometimes 
little faith) precise timing. People who reach out in ( to them) unimportant 
ways and pull me back toward the center where things are familiar and mas­
sive crises diminish into solvable, or at least livable, dilemmas. 

Lent would be a good opportunity for us to spend some time remember­
ing occasions when we experienced these things and give thanks to God for 
his care. And while we're at it, a word of thanks or appreciation to any humans 
involved coul9-n't do any harm. 

Now if you'll exduse me, uh, it's almost 9 p.m. I'm alone here in the 
building and the walls are starting to squeak. Did you hear that?! Repeat to 
yourself, "It's just the water pipes, it's just the water pipes, it's just the water 
pipes. . . . Peace, Phil 

Members of UMW were instructed 
on use of the vials in cases of emer­
gency: Written medical records of a 
person with physical problems or 
handicaps, recorded on a printed 
form, is inserted on a vial which 
should be taped to the top shelf of 
the home refrigerator and/ or placed 
in the glove compartment of a car. 
Decals on the appliance, entrance 
door of the home and/ or upper left 
corner of the car windshield is a 
warning in case of accident or emer­
gency illness that an occupant is 
present who needs special care or 
handling, and instructions concern­
ing the medical condition of the oc­
cupant can be readily located in the 
vial. 

The program is available and de­
sirable for persons of all ages and 
circumstances and may result in the 
saving of a life. Although individuals 

-� d-o-not pay for materials used in the
1 program, .which have been con-
1 
1 tributed mainly by the Sheriff's Dept.,

hQspital, and others, some additional
funds are needed, Mrs. Rehwinkel
stated, for processing decals and car­
rying on the project. Any one desiring
information, vials, etc., may call
Mrs. Rehwinkel, phone 224-6326;
donations may be made payable to
"Vial of Life" and mailed to M. L.
Edmundson, Treasurer, 117 Chapel
Drive, Tallahassee 32304.

The first aim of missions, according 
to Dr. Maclin, is to bring the know­
ledge of Christ to the deprived na­
tions and then to help instill the de­
sire to stand on their own feet. This 
is done in many countries by related 
churches sharing personnel and re­
sources in the effort to establish a 
just society, free from hunger, prov­
erty and dehumanization. 

Dr. Maclin stressed that concern 
for world problems and help in 
lightening them begins with personal 
commitment-"lt begins with YOU!" 
he declared, "and what each of you 
can do in your own small way." He 
concluded with the question, "How 
do you hug a million kids?"-the 
answer, "one at a timel" 

As United Methodist Women and 
members of the United Methodist 
Church, we are committed to under­
stand and to participate in the con­
temporary mission outreach of the 
church, even if we can only "hug one 
kid at a time!" 

"Sometimes the unkindness of 
your friends is a greater trial of 
your meekness than the malice of 
your enemies." 

1979 Annual Conference Report 

These figures express what has 
happened in the life of your church 
during 1979. 

Average attendance 
Sunday worship services 

Church School membership 
Average attendance in 

Church School 

500 

433 
Total members re-

ported at close of 
1978 

Members received 
during 1979 

Members removed 
by death or transfer 

Total full members 
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April Deadline: Mar. 21 

2,637 

59 

67 

2,629 

Budget for 1979 
Pledges received on 

budget 1979 
Total raised on budget 

for 1979 

280 
$325,000. 

$263,000. 

$377,434. 
Budget set by Finance 

Committee for 1980 $334,000. 
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