
Pledge Report Will Be 

Given December 8 
Pledges underwriting Trinity's pro­

grams and ministry for 1986 were 
coming in at a brisk pace, the church 
financial office reported on Novem­
ber 18. 

Advance leaders had pledged $183,-
992 by that date and other Trinity 
members, who had only received 
their stewardship letters in mid-No­
vember, had committed $37,472. 

On December 8, Stewardship Com­
mittee Co-Chairpersons Walli Beall 
and Vereen Smith will give a final 
report to the congregation during 
morning worship services on the suc­
cess of meeting the 1986 budget of 
$544,000. 

December 1 was the deadline for 
returning pledge cards. Members who 
missed that deadline should make 
their commitments as soon as possible, 
since the Administrative Board will 
have to make budget cuts during a 
January meeting if support for the 
proposed program and ministry has 
not been received by that time. 

Senior Minister Walter Kalaf, in a 
sermon on Stewardship Sunday No­
vember 10, asked how much members 
love· the church. 

"Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her. Well, how much 
do you love the church? How much 
do you want it to succeed in its pro­
gram, to extend its ministry, to grow 
stronger in its witness? Ask yourself 
that when you fill out your pledge 
card, remembering that we usually 
get what we want, and we want what 
we love." 

Other excerpts from his sermon are 
printed below at the request of Bill 
Smith, church treasurer, who called 
it the "all-time best sermon." 

How much do you love the church? How 
enthusiastic are you about its purpose and 
its program? How much do you want it to 
succeed? Is your heart in it, making you 
desire deeply that its failings and shortcom­
ings might be overcome, and that your 
strength might be added to its strength? 

This is the point of this sermon, for it is 
a sermon about money. I could preach to 
you about God's ownership of all that we 
possess about the Biblical standard of tith­
ing, about the moral obligation to support 
the church which is inherent in the vow of 
loyalty you took when you joined the 
church. However persuasive the arguments 
I might devise and however eloquent the 
language I might use to express them, it 
would mean little unless you love the church 
enough to want it to succeed, enough to 
want to be as much a part as you possibly 
can be of its strength and its service. How 
much, then, do you love the church? 

"You do love the church, or you wouldn't 
be here today. But you haven't thought 
about it seriously for a long time. Perhaps 
you have come to take it for granted. Or 
perhaps some of its shortcomings, its fail­
ures, its mistakes have become so large in 
your mind that your attitude toward it has 
become like that of a farmer who was com­
plimented by a friend on the fine brood of 
chickens scratching in the barnyard. The 
farmer scowled as he replied, "It ain't as 
good as you think. The old hen hatched out 
12 chicks and all but 11 up and died on 
me!" How easy it is, unless we take time to 
think about it, to minimize 11 great reasons 
to be enthusiastic about the church because 
of one reason to be discouraged or critical! 

Certainly there are many things wrong 
with the church. Loving the church doesn't 
mean that we are not to be critical of the 
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Advent Mission Tree 

This has been a year when we at Trinity have 
been blessed in wonderful ways. We enjoy the bene­
fits of living in a stable environment, in a beautiful 
city that honors education, culture and individuality. 
w_e have been able to provide for our needs and 
enjoy the love of our family and friends. 

For many it has been a year of tragedy and great 
suffering. In Mexico, an earthquake took the lives 
of thousands. In Columbia, mud slides buried whole 
villages and towns. In our own Appalachia, poverty 
is an everyday way of life. 

As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of the 
birth of our Lord, let us give prayerful thanks for our 
many blessings by sharing with those who have lost 
everything. As a part of our Christmas celebration 
at Trinity, an Advent Tree will be placed in the 
reception area, near the elevator. You will have an 
opportunity to express your love and concern for the 
desperately needy each Sunday of Advent before and 
after Sunday school. As an alternative to giving ex­
pensive gifts to relatives and friends, you can give 
a gift of love and sharing in their name. Your dona­
tions will be forwarded to UMC0R far emergency 
relief. 

Handcrafted ornaments will 
be placed on the Advent Tree 
for each donation. The orna­
ment given in your honor can 
be picked up after the Sunday 
service on December 22 and 
ta ken home to decorate your 
tree. 

Trinity Meets Most 

Goals; Others Still 

of Planning Committee's 

to Be Accomplished 

Trinity came to her 1985 Charge 
Conference with most of the goals set 
by a 1982 Planning C o m m i t t e e 
reached, C o m m i t t e e Chairperson 
Eleanor Smith reported November 18. 

"The challenge was to develop a 
plan to revitalize Trinity, placing her 
back in the mainstream as a growing, 
nurturing, ministering d o w n t o w n 
church," Mrs. Smith said. 

"Trinity has developed an enrich­
ing program for all ages, aggressively 
sought and hired outstanding staff 
to support these programs, and has 
just completed the renovation of a 
beautiful and functional education 
building, offices, classrooms, library, 
and arts and crafts room. 

Mrs. Smith outlined progress made 
in each area and cited several areas 
where work needs to be done. She 
announced that architectural plans 
are being drawn for a recreational 
pavilion to complete Trinity Hall 
renovation and provide play areas 
for children and youth. Construction 
should start in the spring. 

Another unmet need is for a youth 
worker and visitation minister. 

She said additional Bible study 
groups would also fulfill another un­
met goal of the planning report, and 
the church might look into programs 
to serve downtown workers. 

"General programming probably 
has the greatest potential for develop­
ment and exciting plans are in process 

for 1986, Mrs. Smith told the Charge 
Conference. 

A spiritual enrichment week Febru­
ary 23-25 is planned to help undergird 
programs and ministry with greater 
spirituality, which the 1982 report 
emphasized. 

Other areas for future work include 
development of neighborhood groups, 
stewardship for all ages, recruitment 
and development of leadership, a 
:recreation program, greater missional 
outreach, pastoral care and member­
ship cultivation. 

"1985 has been exciting and gratify­
ing for all of us. Trinity has received 
many new families, we are excited 
about our faith, and we want to share 
it with others. We have a beautiful 
physical facility and we now need to 
enlarge our programming and give it 
the proper staff and volunteer sup­
port," Mrs. Smith said. 

She urged that the church make a 
decision to appoint another five-year 
planning committee in the fall of 
1986, to continue a study of the pro­
gram, staff, use of the facilities, and 
financing. "We must continually re­
new our resources so that our build­
ings and programs do not deteriorate. 
By this means, we will continue to 
provide for Trinity members an at­
mosphere in which to grow spiritually 
and serve each other and the com­
munity." 

Advent Programs 

Celebrate Birth of 

Christ, Glorify God 
Advent at Trinity will begin with 

programs and events that provide the 
warmth of fellowship and family to­
getherness, and will end with worship 
services glorifying God and celebrat­
ing the birth of Christ. 

A church-wide dinner and special 
group supper and luncheon, choir 
performances and vesper services fill 
the church calendar between now 
and Christmas Eve. 

Director of Music Cynthia Wendel 
says the musicians of Trinity are hard 
at work as the Advent season begins. 
On December 8, the Trinity Ringers 
will play in a holiday celebration at 
the Old Capitol at 4 p.m. Several 
other groups and ensembles will also 
perform throughout the afternoon. 

At 6:30 p.m,. Sunday, December 
8, the children, youth and young 
adults will leave the church for an 
evening of caroling to Trinity's home­
bound. Ms. Wendel invites interested 
persons to join the group. 

On Monday, December 9, the Wes­
ley Fellowship Sunday School Class 
will hold its annual C hr i s t m a s 
covered-dish supper and tree trim­
ming party, beginning at 6 p.m. in 
Moor Hall. 

The annual church family Christ­
mas dinner and program begins at 
6 p.m., Sunday, December 15, in 
Moor Hall. Families and individuals 
are asked to bring either a meat dish 
or two vegetable or dessert dishes. 

Following the meal, the Wesleyan 
Singers will present the cantata, "A 
Night for Dancing," by Hal Hopson. 
The Jubilation Singers will conclude 
the evening by s·inging some anthems 
of Christmas. 

On Sunday, December 22, all choirs 
will lead the congregation in the 
morning worship service. Dr. Walter 
Kalaf' s sermon topic will be "The 
Glory of God." 

That evening at 5 p.m., the choirs 
will all participate in a Vesper Serv­
ice of Lessons and Carols, tradition­
ally one of the loveliest services of the 
church year. 

On Christmas Eve, at 7:30 p.m., 
the Christmas Eve Communion and 
Candlelighting Service is scheduled. 
The Chancel Choir will provide 
special music and Dr. Kalaf's sermon 
topic will be "On Celebrating the 
Birth of Christ." 

--HEO Reports--
HEO is still asking for volunteers 

to park cars for members of the con­
gregation who have difficulty walking 
up the hill from the parking lot for 
Sunday services. Please call the HEO 
office at 222-1120 if you would like 
to serve the church in this capacity. 

Since the next HEO luncheon and 
the Church Family Dinner both come 
on December 8, the HEO luncheon 
will not be held, in order to avoid a 
conflict. 








